HERMAN MELVILLE

a seed and nothing but a seed, being planted in English soil,
it developed itself, grew to greenness, and then fell to mold.
So I." He had, he thought, begun to grow during his year
in the Navy. "Three weeks have scarcely passed, at any time
between then and now [1851], that I have not unfolded
within myself. But now I feel that I am come to the inmost
leaf of the bulb, and that shortly the flower must fall to
the mold."

Writing to Hawthorne in the midst of Moby Diclc, Mel-
ville threw his own light on his seven best years. Transcenden-
tal thinking had poured fire into his veins. It had lifted him to
a sense of wider human and divine horizons and had made him
believe that the center of those horizons, if not their rims, lay
within himself. But no orthodoxy satisfied him. Though both
his earlier and his later doctrines taught him that the cosmos
had a meaning, and that the meaning was simple and good,
his experience denied the conclusion. He had found in the
world a thousand malevolent contradictions. Blind chance,
heedless of the interests of men, seemed to rule there; and
blind chance, Melville thought, could come from nothing
less than the activity of the devil. And where within his own
self were those serene, virtuous regions about which he had
heard and read? His heart was a region of storms and cross-
currents. The deeper he went into his reflections, the more
he was aware of fierce, dire things. Only a little more, and he
could imagine himself a mad Ahab, fixed in a wild rebellion,
setting out to scour the unfathomable universe which had
wronged him and against which he had vowed an absolute
levenge. For all Melville's realism, he never arrived at the
idea that perhaps the universe has no meaning, as men under-
stand meaning, or that it has many meanings, all equally satis-
factory to different finite intelligences. As to the dark impulses
which he found within himself, he seems only dimly to have
realized that they were the survivors of functions and pro-
cesses in which human nature had been engaged through
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